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Would you like to share your 
public organizationõs  

information with others?  Let 
us know and we will gladly 
add your website link to our  
website.  Just give us a call:            
269/781-9841;  toll free at 

800/781-5512; or email us at  
info@calhouncrc.net 

 Recently, I sent correspondence to township supervisors regarding gravel 
road brining, tree cutting in the right-of-way, and roadside debris pick up.   
 As you may know, the Calhoun County Road Commission (CCRC)     
receives funding from the Michigan Transportation Fund (MTF) through 
Public Act 51 of 1951.  Our funding has not 
increased since 1997 and we have been forced 
to scale back several programs.  In fact, we are 
expecting to see a 4% decrease in MTF funds 
by the end of this fiscal year, and a 9% decrease 
in funding in FY2008/09.   
 With limited funding and the substantial    
increase in fuel and operating costs, we must 
focus all of our resources on improving the 
traveled surface of the roadway.   
 Due to the heavy snowfall and icy condi-
tions this past winter, our winter maintenance 
operations ran 60% over budget.  To offset this, we are scaling back on some 
services.  First, we are cutting back to one brining on gravel roads.  This is in 
line with what surrounding county road commissions do.  Also, we will no 
longer be picking up residential garbage that has been disposed of on the 
roadsides.  Each year, CCRC spends over $120,000 picking up and disposing 
of this garbage.  However, we will continue to pick up large items that could 
cause a traffic hazard, as well as dead deer.  We are encouraging townships to 
recruit volunteers for the òadopt a roadwayó program, available through the 
Solid Waste Department.  At this time, CCRC has suspended our tree      
removal program.  If a tree is down and in or alongside the roadway, we will 
take care of it.  Property owners own their parcels to the center of the road.  
Removal of standing trees is the responsibility of the resident. 
 In a continuing effort to improve communications countywide and to 
educate the citizens of Calhoun County, we are asking townships to share 
this information with their residents.  If questions arise or there is a need for 
further explanation, please direct residents to contact our office.  Your      
cooperation and assistance is appreciated. 
 
            

ATTENTION 
CCRCõs SUMMER Hours 
are Monday-Thursday  
6:00 a.m.ñ4:30 p.m.   

Contact us at: 
269/781-9841 or  

800/781-5512 
 

Please visit us at: 
www.calhouncrc.net 
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R EPORT  CONFIRMS  M ICHIGAN õS R OADS  GETTING  W ORSE 
SOURCE:  RCOC ROAD  REPORT 

 A study released in May by the Michigan Transportation Asset Management Council (MTAMC) 
confirms what is obvious to most drivers:  Michiganõs roads are ògetting significantly worse.ó 

 The 10 member MTAMC includes the director of the Michigan Department of Transportation, as 
well as representatives of county road commissions, the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, 
Michigan Municipal League, Michigan Association of Counties, Michigan Township Association and 
others, all appointed by the governor.  The councilõs goal is to expand the practice of òasset            
managementó to transportation agencies statewide.  The concept of asset management was borrowed 
from the private sector, where it long has been the standard for guiding investment in assets. 

 The report notes that, at current funding levels, the number of lane miles in poor condition will 
steadily increase over the next 10 years, and projects that, based on current trends, 45% of all lane 
miles will be in poor condition by 2018. 

 The asset management process requires regular review and rating of the stateõs roads.  In 2007, 
98% of the stateõs 84,500 miles of federal-aid-eligible roads (the most heavily traveled and            
economically critical roads) were reviewed. 

 The 2007 rating showed the system had deteriorated significantly since the last rating in 2004, 
when nearly 88% of the system was in good or fair shape.  By 2007, only 74% were good or fair. 

 òThe cost of continued deterioration is staggering,ó the report concludes.  In 2004, it would have 
cost $3.7 billion to bring all poor and fair federal-aid roads to good.  In 2007, due to unchecked    
deterioration and increased costs, the cost was $7.3 billion. 

 That means the deterioration of Michiganõs federal-aid-eligible road system represents nearly $3.6 
billion in lost value of our òroad assets.ó 

 This number is expected to grow dramatically in coming years.  The report states that it costs four 
to six times more to repair a road that has deteriorated to poor condition than it does for a road in 
good or fair condition. 


