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SUCCESSFUL CONSTRUCTION SEASON

The Calhoun County Road Commission (CCRC) recently concluded another busy,
yet successful road construction season. See the enclosed insert for a complete list of
our 2008 road projects.

CCRC would like to take this opportunity to express a special thank you to our
townships who participated in the local road program thls year Also, we WOlYI(’)GH'F!(@*Ediﬁegols?afce d oo
extend our appreciation to the residents and motorigs ~ Y omationwithothers? | ‘
for their patience and support throughout the cor: Let us know and we will
season. Thanks to their extra care and precau I?Aﬁ‘ig’ ggrdvyvzlérsi‘;vee"j:gt
driving through our construction zones, our rogs give us a call: 269/782841;
were able to perform their important work without toll free at 800/7815512; or
or injury, and our numerous road improvement _ emailusat
were successfully completed on schedule. info@calhouncre. net

Despite declining revenues and increasing
material costs, CCRC was able to complete seve
including paving, sealcoating, and spot sealing,
bridge replacement, road reconstruction and
construction.

Again, the Board of Calhoun County Road Commissioners and staff of the Calhoun
County Road Commission extend our sincere appreciation to townships, residents and
motorists for their patience and cooperation. We are confident that ttrermma naMN
benefits of these road improvements will outweigh any temporary inc %%F BREE Hour
experienced while traveling the roadways in Calhoun County during t;l aqﬁggo ricey

’ 4:00 p.m.
construction season.
Contact us at:
269/7819841 or

800/7815512

TOWNSHIP ROAD COMMITTEES

PIe@se visit us at:

Does your township have a Road Committee? Some townships in Calh Yerc.net

have formed Road Committees to assist their township board with steont and long
planning goals for roadwork on county local roads. Township Road Committee represen-

tatives may act as liaisons between their township board and the Road C | ' _
representing the township at meetings and reporting back to their township NSIPE THIS 1SSUE
may also be involved in the review of information and data from surface g

tions and road ratings to develop a roadwork priority list to recommend to the tgwiIshkTer >

board. MAINTENANCEPLAN
Road Commission staff are available to assist townships with road revigw angijreiees 2

cost estimates needed for township board resolutions. The Board of Calhoun County

Road Commissioners requires townships to submit resolutions for local road coMstiRrGtRIFOR 3

projects by mMdar ch to be included on thel cu®¥¥nt ylparss

tion list. Townships are encouraged to submityedraftah for road improvement4Ho BENEFITSROM 3

. : : s HIGH GASPRICE®
to allow for planning and budgeting for future road construction activities.
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CCRG®&2008/09 W INTER MAINTENANCE PLAN

The Calhoun County Road Commission (CCRC) is resp
providing winter maintenance on over 5200 lane miles of road §
make every effort to provide a reasonably safe driving surface :
months. While ensuring safe passage on our roads is our forer;
we are urging motorists to take personal responsibility for
habits.

The most important things to remember about winter drivi
aware of changing weather conditions, allow more time to tg
cautiously, and SLOW DOWN. By giving our winter mainteng
plenty of room on the roads, we can accomplish our work p et :
efficiently. S : =

Lenawee, Washtenaw and Monroe County to discuss winter maintenance oper@@on#tfahi20
meeting, it was found that all counties prioritize snow removal on their roads based on traffic volu
and type of road surface. All counties reported using a mixture of salt and sand on primary anc
and most ptesat the sand with chloride or brine.

On September 17, 2008, CCRC met with road commission reprentatives from Hillsdale, In{\am, N

working 6:45 a.m. until 3:15 p.m. and six nighttime drivers from 6 p.m. until 2:30 a.m. Cr
accumulated snow and ice from the roadway by plowing and/or applying salt or a salt/sand mi
current and predicted weather conditions.

Fortyfive experienced crew members are on our roads for 16 out of 24 hours each day, with B%daytim
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During the 2068 winter season, CCRC will follow the same prioritization policy for snow renjoval a

years past with CCRC crews responding appropriately to current weather conditions. Our policy
snow removal is expressways, primary roads, major local roads, and residential/subdivision r
CCRC spent over one million dollars on salt alone; therefore, a managed approach to material
This year, CCRC will be managing our material by limiting salt/sand application on local roads
and intersections. Help us reduce the risk of someone becoming the victehatddaroacterccident
driving safely. We are in constant contact with Calhoun County Emergency Dispatch if there is «
emergency.

M AILBOXES

CCRCO6s policy for the proper installation
regulations consistent with those of the U.S. Postal Service and the American Association of S
Transportation Officials (AASHTO). Mailbox/newspaper boxes must confor
policy or they will be considered to be unsafe to the motoring public. The pol
acceptable materials, construction, and location of boxes, as well as action re
removal of unsafe boxes.

One problem faced by road commissions each year is damage to mailboxe

road within our rightway. If your mailbox and post are in good condition, the
be able to endure our snow clearing operations. However, if an existing mailb
damaged due to our equipment, the Calhoun County Road Commission will re
a standard met al mai |l box and 46 by

Please keep your mailbox and post in good condition and located behind
behind the shoulder where it is less likely to be damaged.
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of heavy, wet snow while plowing. Our drivers need to be able to push the jlwow off
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W INTER TIPS FOR DRIVERS
Always keep the top half of your gas tank full. It can give you better traction and a bigger margin of error
stuck and have to keep the engine running periodically to keep warm.
| you are stuck in a serious storm, do not leave your car. Run the engine periodically and wait for help

Carry blankets, water, a flashlight, a shovel, some nutrition bars or even candy bars for sustenanceg Wir
vehicleds safety kit by including extra blankjts
jumper cables, an ice scraper, and a lock deicer.

Remember that fauneel drive does not meanafbeel stop. A fewheel drive vehicle will not stop any bettey in
icy conditions.

Be sure of your route. Dondt explore, especigll

I n poor visibility or whiteout conditions, dopodt
can lead to large cha@ttion accidents.

Respect winter weather with-&ipreaspection of your vehicle, leave extra space between your vehicle pnd of
never drink and drive, and always buckle up.

WHO BENEFITS FROM HIGH GAS PRICES? (Excerpt from the County Road Association of Michlgan)

As gasoline hit $4 per gallon and families struggle to purchase fuel needed for essential travel, motorijs des
who benefits from the increase in cost. State and federal fuel taxes are an easy target, but truth beetoldjthese
decreasing. So who benefits? Certainly not Michigan roads! Education, local governments, the State |jener:
thatdos a different story!

Despite record high fuel cost s, Mi chi gands Tr das
tax revenues are actually down. In 2002. State sales tax revenue totaled $6,473,500,000. In 2007, the Htate s
nue had only increased to $6,638,100,000, an increase of less than $200 million (1.7%). When indexed 1p infla
ury officials estimate total sales tax revenues were down 11% for this same period.

The truth is, while the overall sales taxes have not increased substantially, the sales tax revenues cgllecte
have doubled (an increase of more than $300 million) over the past 5 years. In 2002. the State coIIecteoﬂ$330
gasoline sales. In 2007, this amount had increased to $664 million.

Two assumptions can be drawn from this information. First, the increase in sales tax collections on ggsoline
full effect of Michi @§waithdiutsan inceecase im gas prioes, Michighnewoutdehavl spéensa
decrease in State sales tax revenue over the past five years. The sales tax collection on gasoline heas Hept m
State budget from experiencing the deep cuts required of road commissions that rely on State and federafffuel t:
source of revenue.

Second, it is likely that high gas prices have kept Michigan residents from being able to make other ependi
fuel costs increase, families are often forced to decrease discretionary spending.

So where does the 6% sales tax on gasoline go? 73.3% of sales tax revenue is dedicated to the Sthte Sc
(SAF) and another 24.2% is dedicated to local government revenue sharing. Revenue sharing funds are distrit
ties, townships, cities, and villages for general operations. Roaddoconomesséives revenue sharing. The final
2.5% goes to the State General Fund.

Unlike the sales tax which is a percentage of the sale price, the federal and state excise taxes are fixed by the
Michigan residents pay 19¢ per gallon for gasoline and 15¢ per gallon for diesel fuel. The tax is theesame if fuel
gallon or $4 per gallon.

In contrast, the sales tax on fuel is progressive. When gasoline prices hover around $4 per gallon, the sales t
gasoline is a significantly larger portion of the price per gallon than the gasoline tax!

For more information, please visit the CRAM website at www.micountyroads.org



