
A publication of the Calhoun County Road Commission (CCRC) 

VERONA ROAD PROJECT 

EYES & EARS SAFETY TEAM 

All Calhoun County Road Commission marked vehicles are equipped with       
2-way  radio communication.  Our drivers will secure a scared or troubled child 
and notify law enforcement officials immediately.  They will stay with the child 
until assistance arrives. 

For the safety of the children and our drivers, children will be released ONLY 
to law enforcement officials, once they have been notified. 

Any time a child needs help, they can LOOK for the EYES & 
EARS sticker on our trucks and equipment.  Our drivers 

will keep the child safe and call the police to help. 
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Would you like to share 
your public organization’s   
information with others?   
Let us know and we will 
gladly add your website 

link to our website. 

Just give us a call at            
1-800-781-5512 or email us 

at  info@cccd.net 

 The Verona Road Project was selected as part of Governor Jennifer M.         
Granholm’s Local Jobs Today initiative that has created a local federal aid match 
program funded by the State Trunkline Fund (STF).  For the first time, STF made 
$80 million available to local agencies for their portion of local match for federal 
projects.  Projects meeting Local Jobs Today criteria were advanced for completion 
in 2006 and 2007.  This $560,485 road improvement project is being completely 
funded without any local match dollars and is the only project in the State of    
Michigan to get underway this year. 
 Residents were notified by mail and invited to share their input at a public 
meeting that was held on August 16, 2006.  The project started on October 16, 
2006 and includes the construction of 5’ paved shoulders within the CCRC      
right-of-way, resurfacing the existing surface, and pavement marking between  
Raymond Road and 11 Mile Road.  Seeding will take place once paving is complete 
and silt fence and mulch blankets will be used until vegetation is established. 

Check our website for 
meeting minutes—once 

approved by their          
respective Board or      
committee, they are 

posted. 
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SNOW REMOVAL 

 On Wednesday, October 18, 2006, the Calhoun County Road Commission (CCRC) drivers prepared to fight the 
snow this winter by conducting a trial run on their designated snow routes.  Drivers reviewed the roads within their routes 
and provided feedback on repair and right-of-way issues. 
 In an effort to provide the most efficient and effective snow removal on our roads, CCRC follows a policy that   
prioritizes snow removal based on traffic volume as follows:  State trunklines/expressways, 
primary roads, major local roads and residential/subdivision roads.  Since we are in      
continual communication with central dispatch/911, we will respond to a medical or other 
emergency on a road when notified by dispatch.  We are available 24 hours a day to handle 
road and weather related emergencies.  The CCRC’s night crew maintains our roads from 
6 p.m.—2:30 a.m., Monday through Friday, beginning November 27, 2006. 
 Please help us educate the children of our county on the risk presented by     
snowplows and the dangers of playing on the high piles of snow and ice that are near the 
roadway during snow removal.  Please keep your children away from roadside 
piles of snow. 
 We encourage our residents and the motoring public to report road conditions that need attention by visiting us on 
the web at www.cccd.net, calling our office at 269-781-9841, 1-800-781-5512, or call 911 for emergencies. 
 

CCRC’S SNOW FIGHTING PLAN 

 One of the biggest challenges facing road commissions in Michigan is dealing with the unpredictable winter 
weather and related storms.  As every storm is different, there is no simple set of rules or policies to apply, but rather each 
storm requires its own analysis and tailored response.  The end goal, however, is always to provide safe roads for the      
motoring public as quickly and efficiently as possible. 
 Winter maintenance includes snowplowing, salting and anti-icing of the road surface.  Weather conditions have a 
major influence on salt application and snow removal.  Predicted weather, temperatures, current conditions, wind         
direction, wind speed and traffic volumes all influence what type of treatment should be initiated.  “Anti-icing” may be used 
on selected roads to prevent icy conditions.  This solution is sprayed on the roads prior to the start of snow or freezing rain 
to help delay the formation of ice on the road surface.  Since the solution has a tendency to appear brown in color, it is   
visible to the motoring public.  While anti-icing is not the answer for all winter weather problems or roads, it is an          
additional tool that can be used.  Its greatest benefit is the ability to proactively fight storms before they hit.  Salt application 
and snow plowing are still the most effective ways to remove snow and ice once they are on the road. 
 In response to the 56% increase in salt prices this year, the Calhoun County Road Commission (CCRC) has      
developed a specific plan using the basic procedures on salting and following the National Highway Traffic Safety            
Administration (NHTSA) guidelines for temperature appropriate salt application.   

 Our plan for the 2006/2007 winter season includes a mix of applications and      
quantities by weather and road type.  CCRC equipment has been calibrated for proper       
application rates.  A 50/50 salt and sand mix will be used on non-curb local roads.  A mix of 
salt and anti-icing solution will be used on MDOT roads, primary roads, hills, curves and   
intersections.  Prior to a predicted storm, anti-icing solution will be used to pre-wet selected 
high traffic volume roads, bridge decks and ramps. 



 The change in  the state law that was enacted by the state legislature in March of this year went into effect on    
November 9, 2006.  The changes were made to provide for added safety and consistent criteria in establishing speed limits 
that both road commissions and enforcement officials could support. 
 The Michigan state legislature voted to amend the Michigan Vehicle Code to allow changes to the state speed limit 
law and allow a speed limit to be established on both hard and soft surface roadways, based on vehicular access points.  The 
law defines vehicular access points as a driveway or intersecting roadway.  The vehicular access points 
required for a prima facia speed limit reduction are: 
 
  25 mph for all roads in platted subdivisions 

  25 mph on a road with 60 or more vehicular access points within 1/2 mile 

  35 mph on a road with 45 to 59 vehicular access points within 1/2 mile 

  45 mph on a road with 30 to 44 vehicular access points within 1/2 mile 

  55 mph for all other roads with no posted speed limit 

 
 The new law regarding vehicular access points does not eliminate the use of a traffic engineering study; a traffic 
engineering study supersedes the prima facia speeds.  The approved bill also removed the definition of a “residential district” 
and updated the definition of a Business District. 
 With this new change to the Michigan Vehicle codes, some residents and business owners might think that the new 
law will allow for a reduction in the speed limit on their roadways, but this may not be the case.  Based on the number of 
vehicular access points within a 1/2 mile and the current prima facie, in many cases a requested traffic study to get a       
reduction in the speed limit could reveal that the speed limit should actually be increased instead of decreased.  
 As in the past, this new law continues to define the legal responsibility of the motoring public to maintain a safe 
speed for the condition of any road, regardless of the posted speed limit. 

SPEED L IMITS—CHANGES TO THE STATE LAW 
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H IGH RISK RURAL ROADS (HRRR) GRANT 

 The Calhoun County Road Commission (CCRC) received federal funding for three High Risk Rural Road Projects 
on Union City Road from H Drive South to R Drive South; N Drive North from 16 Mile Road to 20 1/2 Mile Road; and B 
Drive South from 9 1/2 to 12 Mile Road. 

 The projects will include the removal of fixed objects, improving clear vision areas at intersections, widening the 
roadway to ensure six foot shoulders, installing delineators at curves and updating the painting of “No Passing Zones”. 

 Federal funds for the HRRR Program derive from SAFETEA-LU (Safe, 
Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act:  A Legacy for Users).  
High Risk Rural Roads are defined as:  1) “any roadway functionally classified as 
rural major or minor collector or a rural local road that the accident rate for     
fatalities and incapacitating injuries exceeds the statewide average for those      
functional classes of roadway, or 2) any roadway functionally classified as rural 
major or minor collector or a rural local road that will likely have increases in  
traffic volumes that are likely to create an accident rate for fatalities and            
incapacitating injuries that exceeds the statewide average for those functional 
classes of roadway”. 

  



The Road Commission’s primary responsibility is to provide reasonably 
safe roads through construction and maintenance.  Other services include 
reviewing roads for plats and subdivisions, abandonments and issuing road 
and soil erosion permits. 

The Board of Public Works (BPW) establishes policies and reviews   
operations of the BPW for the County Board of Commissioners.  The BPW 
has the responsibility of administering the various Public Works Project 
Construction and Debt Service Funds under the provisions of Act 185,   
Public Acts of 1957, as amended, and the BPW Revolving Fund.  Construc-
tion and financing services are available to cities, villages and townships 
within the county for water and sewer projects. 

The Board of Park Trustees establishes policies and reviews operations of 
the County Parks for the County Board of Commissioners.  Calhoun County 
is fortunate to have the following facilities for area residents to enjoy:     
Historic Bridge Park, Kimball Pines Park, Ott Biological Preserve and sev-
eral canoe launches. 

13300 Fifteen Mile Road 
Marshall, Michigan 49068 

Phone: (269) 781-9841 
Toll Free:  (800) 781-5512 

Fax: (269) 781-6101 
 

Board of Road Commissioners 
Board of Public Works 
Board of Parks Trustees 

 
Chester Travis 
David Veramay 

Charles Monaweck 

CALHOUN COUNTY 
ROAD COMMISSION 

MISSION STATEMENT 
“TO PROVIDE QUALITY, COURTEOUS, DEPENDABLE, AND PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES TO THE CITIZENS OF CALHOUN COUNTY; THROUGH 
INNOVATIVE AND COOPERATIVE EFFORTS.” 

WE’R E ON  THE W EB!  

WWW . CCCD . NE T  

Calhoun County Road Commission 
13300 Fifteen Mile Road 
Marshall, Michigan 49068 

 


